
When organizations receive funding from the government, there is a strict set of guidelines on how those funds can be
distributed. The Allentown School District is following the guidance of the Pennsylvania Department of Education to ensure we
properly spend American Rescue Plan Elementary and Secondary School Emergency Relief (ARP ESSER) funds. The district must
ensure its spending falls within the U.S. Department of Education’s rules. 

Now, it’s your turn to pitch how you will spend up to $20,000—but to do so following important funding priorities. The Students for
Change application will ask you to explain which priority (or priorities) your pitch falls under and why. While ASD is not evaluating
proposals based on how many priorities they fulfill, making the case for multiple priorities may help you gather more support
while campaigning! With your help, we can use this funding to reimagine your school to transform students’ lives.

REQUIREMENTS AND GUIDELINES FOR PROPOSALS

TOPIC GUIDING QUESTIONS
Supporting Mental
Health in Students &
Staff

We know that mental health supports can
be costly, but what small, impactful
changes can be made or resources/spaces
made available in your school community to
support students and staff? What programs
already in place in your school could be
reimagined or expanded?

Consider how your idea will support
social, emotional, and mental health. 

Creating Safe and
Healthy School
Environments 

What improvements could be made to make
your school building a safer place? What
spaces (indoors or outdoors) could be
improved to create a safe and healthy
environment? 

How can the school district develop,
enhance, or expand our systems of support
related to school climate programs? How
can physical safety be improved?

ASD’s student body includes students from
all backgrounds and abilities. We want to
ensure our buildings are places where all
students feel safe and that they have
spaces accessible to all.

The primary point of contact is a student currently enrolled in an ASD middle or high school. If the primary point of contact is
in grade 12, the proposal must provide a description of how the plan will be carried out in the following school year OR is
working with additional group members who are not in grade 12. 
The proposal aligns with at least one of the outlined ARP ESSER priorities and is allowable under federal ARP ESSER rules. 
The proposal falls within the given budget of $20,000 and demonstrates thought given to and research examining possible
costs. Possible expenditures may include, but are not limited to, materials, supplies, and transportation. 
The proposal demonstrates support from both teachers and students within the building by collecting signatures. At least
two adult staff members and one administrator must sign the Proposal Support Page. Collect as many signatures as you can
from students to show support from your peers. 

This is what the Safety Task Force Steering Committee will use to determine whether your proposal is eligible to receive funding: 

PROPOSAL MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS:

ALLENTOWN
STUDENTS FOR CHANGE


